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SECRET LONDON 10434 

EXDIS 

E.O.l 1652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: MARR, UK, MU 

SUBJECT: USE OF MASIRAH IN OMAN 

REF: STATE 166422 

1 . IN ORDER TO GET BALL ROLLING AS SOON AS FEASIBLE, EMB 
OFF CONVEYED POINTS IN INSTRUCTION IN REFTEL TO IVOR LUCAS, 
HEAD OF FCO MIDDLE EAST DEPT, ON JULY 5. TWO UK MOD OF- 
FICIALS WERE ALSO PRESENT. EMBOFF GAVE THEM TEXT OF OUR 
REPLY TO THE "FOUR QUESTIONS" AS STATED IN PARA 5 OF REF- 
TEL. 

2. WITH REGARD TO US USE OF MASIRAH AS PROPOSED, LUCAS 
SAW NO OVER-RIDING POLICY OBJECTION BUT NOTED THAT UK POL- 
ITICAL AGREEMENT WOULD HAVE TO BE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL GIV 
EN BY SULTAN QABOOS DIRECTLY TO BRITISH. FCO HOPES TO 
OBTAIN HIS REACTIONS IN LONDON LATER THIS WEEK, AND WILL 
INFORM US PROMPTLY. MEANWHILE, LUCAS AND MOD OFFICIALS 
RECOMMENDED THAT US DEPT OF DEFENSE IN LONDON SHOULD GO 
AHEAD AND CONTACT UK MOD DIRECTLY IN ORDER TO MAKE TECHNI- 
CAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR FIRST FLIGHT SUBJECT TO FINAL POLIT 
ICAL CLEARANCE. 

3. WITH REGARD TO PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT, MOD HAD BEEN THIN 
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AFTER DEPARTURE OF QABOOS, WHICH NOW PLANNED FOR JULY 17 
MOD OFFICIALS NOTED OUR REQUEST TO DEFER ANNOUNCEMENT UN- 
TIL AFTER OUR FIRST FLIGHT, BUT SUGGESTED THAT IN THAT CASE 
US ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE FLIGHT BEFORE JULY 19. 

BRITISH HAVE ALREADY CLEARED TEXT OF ANNOUNCEMENT WITH 
QABOOS. 

4. FURTHER DETAILS OF CONVERSATION TOMORROW WHEN EMBAS- 
SY REOPENS. 

SPIERS 
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